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Minnewaska Area High School students and Someplace Safe staff go to Action Day at the Capitol.

STUDENTS TAKE ACTION!

On February 11, 2009, Minnewaska
Area High School (MAHS) students and
staff joined advocates from Someplace
Safe at the Annual day to End Violence
Against Women at the Minnesota State
Capitol. The purpose of Action Day is to
take the opportunity to speak to legis-
lators about supporting bills and laws
that assist in ending violence against
women.

MAHS students met with their local
legislators, Senator Joe Gimse and Rep-
resentative Paul Anderson. The students
spoke with them about the importance
of sustaining funds to domestic vio-
lence and sexual violence programs in
our state. Some students shared per-
sonal stories of how dating violence and
domestic violence have impacted their
lives. They also spoke to why it is impor-
tant to keep violence prevention and
education activities in the Minnewaska
schools.

The students had the chance to ask
their legislators questions about their
responsibilities as leaders. MAHS junior,
Anderson Claire asked, “What advice
can you give us as far as how we can get
people to listen to our message about
violence prevention?” Rep. Paul Ander-
son replied, “You have to talk the talk
and walk the walk. If you want people
to listen and follow you, then you must
practice what you preach and believe in

that cause.”

Students joined the Minnesota
Men’s Action Network Rally at 11 a.m.
on the front steps of the capitol where
speakers emphasized that men must
align themselves with the voices and
historically groundbreaking activities of
women to end violence against women
and children. The preliminary 2008
Femicide Report was released, nam-
ing 24 women, 7 children, and 2 family
members/friends who were murdered in
Minnesota by current or former part-
ners. These are 33 real life reasons why
men should take a stand and become
actively involved in preventing violence
against women in their communities.

At noon, the MAHS group joined the
state coalitions, advocates, allies, and
other students for the Action Day Rally
and Memorial at the capitol rotunda.
Numerous individuals addressed the
crowd and spoke out against violence
and abuse. Senator Bill Ingebrigston of
Alexandria and Stevens County Attorney
Charles Glasrud were among these pow-
erful speakers.

Overall, the students felt this was
a great learning experience and were
excited to learn what impact their voices
have on others and that they do have
the ability to make a difference in their
community.



DIRECTOR’S CORNER

On February 18, 2009, Scott Jarvis,
lead singer of Billy D. and the Crys-
tals, emailed the following article and
asked me to print it in this issue of
the Response. The following is Mr.
Jarvis’s unedited article:

“This is in response to the article
published in the Someplace Safe Fall
2008 newsletter, titled Domestic Vio-
lence Awareness Still Needed! It was
stated in this article that on July 26
at Waterama in Glenwood, the band,
Billy D. and the Crystals, had pulled a
woman on stage and that band mem-
bers had proceeded to paddle her on
the buttocks with a large paddle and
that as they proceeded to paddle her
a second time, that she was injured
despite placing her hands on her
backside for protection. It goes on

to state that the band was charged
with fifth-degree assault and disor-
derly conduct by the Glenwood city
prosecutor. The information that was
obtained for this article is incorrect
and the band, Billy D. and the Crys-
tals was grossly misrepresented.

The female that was involved in
this incident got on the stage at Wa-
terama on her own free will and was
not pulled up on stage as stated in
the article. There were approximately
15 other individuals, who are not
band members, on the stage as well.
The individual who did paddle this
woman on her buttocks is, in fact, the
keyboard player’s adult son, but he
is not currently nor has he ever been
a band member of Billy D. and the
Crystals. He arrived at Waterama in a
personal vehicle and did not accom-
pany the band in their tour bus.

If there were any charges brought
forth, then they were against the
individual who did use the paddle on
this woman. Billy D. and the Crystals
were not charged with any type of
crime, as the band members were
not involved. As stated in the article,
the paddle has since been “retired.”

The band has been performing for
43 years without incident and al-
though this unfortunate incident did
occur, band members from Billy D.
and the Crystals did not participate in
this activity in any way. The members
are husbands, fathers and grand-
fathers and they neither agree with
nor condone this type of behavior or
any type of domestic violence against
women.

Someplace Safe regrets the article
that was printed without fully inves-
tigating the allegations and hereby
recants the article published in the
Fall 2008 newsletter and apologizes
for any wrongdoing against the band,
Billy D. and the Crystals. “

On March 1, 2009, Scott Jarvis
emailed me again requesting the
following additional statement be
added: “The band, Billy D. and the
Crystals did not participate in the
events that transpired that evening
in Glenwood and in no way condones
violence against women.”

The purpose of the article was
to acknowledge the fine work of law
enforcement officers in Glenwood
and Pope County, along with the
increased involvement of men from
Pope County through the Men’s
Action Meeting there, in their dedi-
cation to ending violence in Pope
County. In January, 2009, both the
Glenwood Police Department and the
Pope County Sheriff’s Office signed a
Memorandum of Understanding with
Someplace Safe to pursue federal
funding to continue this work.

-Jeanne Jacobs,
Executive Director-

April is Awareness
Raising Month

April is a busy month for aware-
ness raising. It is Sexual Assault
Awareness Month and National
Child Abuse Prevention Month.
National Crime Victims’ Rights
week is also in April. There

are many activities planned by
the outreach offices. Please
consider attending an activ-

ity nearest you and show your
support. The only way to make
change is by uniting and send-
ing the message that violence
against women, children, and
men is just not acceptable. See
the calendar on page 4 for a list
of events.

At A Glance: 2008

5,000: Number of crisis calls
answered by advocates

3,000: Number of victims
served in 8 counties

315: Number of presentations
given (reaching over 16,000)
213: Number of volunteers (pro-
viding 3013 hours of service)
119: Number of families served
by Parenting Time Centers

111: Number of children served
by Parenting Time Centers

61: Number of women utilizing
shelter services

47: Number of children utiliz-
ing shelter services; Number of
families provided safety through
hotel/motel network

Number of General Crime
services provided:

560: assaults

400: thefts

349: threats, harassment
212: vandalism

132: fraud

66: burglaries

General crimes also involves ag-

gravated assault, motor vehicle
theft, stalking, and forgery.



Charles Ario Donates Art

Someplace Safe’s Parenting passion for the arts with those in
Time Center is the recipient of a distressful situations. From the
unique and extraordinary donation. comments elicited, it is obvious
Charles Ario, of Dalton, MN pur- others appreciate and enjoy an

chased a captivating sculpture at A artform they may not otherwise
Center for the Arts fundraiser then ~ come in contact with. We hope to

donated it to Someplace Safe. have it ‘travel’ to our other Parent-
Created by local artist Jeff Zach- ing Time Center sites this year so
man, the kinetic sculpture hangs children and adults throughout

on the wall of the Parenting Time the region may experience and be
Center in Fergus Falls. Families impacted by its creativity.

utilizing our Center are intrigued by Anyone interested in seeing

the movement of each interrelating the sculpture is welcome to call
part and comment on how extraor-  the Parenting Time Center at
dinary the sculpture is. One child 218.739.3132 to schedule a time
stated “Super, | like the tornado to do so. We are not open to walk-
part and the two cups.” Families re- ins due to the confidential nature
mark the sculpture is “fascinating”, ~of our work.

“interesting”, and “really cool.” We

are extremely grateful to Charles

) ) s . Children at the Parenting Time Center enjoy a
Ario for his generosity in sharing a one-of-a-kind art piece, donated by Charles Ario.

Teen Leadership Summit
& Women’s Action Day

On February 10, 2009, Stevens County advocates accompanied
students from Chokio-Alberta High School to the 2009 Teen
Leadership Summit to End Teen Dating Violence for Program
Staff and Teens, presented by MN Coalition of Battered Women
and Casa de Esperanza. This event was sponsored by Verizon
Wireless and the Minnesota Lynx. The day’s events, which were
. held at the Target Center, included break-out sessions for teens
Above: Someplace Safe advocates Becki (left) and Erin and advocates, small group activities, and lots of great informa-
(right) at the Teen Leadership Summit. Below: Students tion for working with teens, including a panel discussion in which
from Chokio-Alberta High School at the Summit. Diane Kittelson, Pope County advocate, was a featured speaker.
The following day, numerous Someplace Safe representatives
and students from area schools attended Women’s Action Day at
the State Capitol. This provided an excellent opportunity for advo-
cates and students alike to talk with their legislators about issues
facing battered women and their families, share information
about our agency and the services we offer, and have their voices
heard in the capitol rotunda during the annual rally. District 11
Senator Bill Ingebrigtson spoke at the rally, as did Stevens County
Attorney Charles Glasrud, who read the names from the MCBW
Clothesline Project, honoring the lives of the victims of lethal
domestic violence from the past year.
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Calendar of Events

For more information about any of these events, For more information about any of these events,
call 320.839.2331 call 320.762.1995
March 21 & 22: Sports and Leisure Show April 7: Power of Women Self Defense Class
at Ortonville High School 12 - 1 p.m. at Alexandria Technical College
_ April 30: Someplace Safe Awards Banquet
For more information about any of these events, 5:30 p.m. at Broadway Ballroom in Alexandria
March 21: Chili Cook-Off
6:00 p.m. at Dream Weavers in Elbow Lake For more information about any of these events,
call 218.739.2853

April: Various activities throughout April
For more information about any of these events, including Denim Day and presentations
call 320.634.0192

April 17: Men’s Luncheon featuring

MN Men’s Action Network For more information about any of these events,
Noon at the Minnewasksa House call 320.589.3208

April 9: Open House and Art Display
May 2: Tea for Ladies of All Ages 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. at Morris Office

10 a.m. - noon at the Central Square
11:30 a.m. at Morris Office, lunch provided

For more information about any of these events,

call 320.563.4121 May 3: Bread and Bowls Fundraiser
April 21: Child Abuse Awareness Walk 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at Morris Elementary
After school at Browns Valley School
April 27: Child Abuse Awareness Walk May 9: All You Can Eat Dad’s Belgian Waffles
Wheaton Brunch, 9 a.m. - Noon at Old #1 Southside, Morris

For more information about these events or Someplace Safe visit our website: www.someplacesafe.info

Calling All Men and Allies! Stevens County Outreach to Hold Open House
Stevens County Outreach will hold their This spring, University of Minnesota-Morris art students are learning
1st Annual Walk a Mile in Her Shoes the positive impact that art can have on a community, while honing
event on Thursday, April 16, 2009, in their skills as artists and educators. Seven students in Michael Eble’s
Morris. This event is geared at raising Beginning and Advanced Painting Il classes, along with 12 students in

awareness about violence against women Mrs. Sayles’ kindergarten class at St Mary’s Catholic School in Morris,
and the important role that men can play are in the process of producing paintings for the new Someplace Safe-

in helping to prevent it. The walk will be- Stevens County Outreach office.

gin at 11:30 AM with a free lunch to fol- There will be a public opening and reception to unveil these new
low. Watch for more details, coming soon! paintings in conjuction with an open house to introduce Someplace
If you, your organization, or someone Safe’s new location in Morris at 202 Atlantic Ave, from 4:30-6:00 PM
you know are interested in participating, on Thursday, April 9, 2009. Refreshments will be served.

pledging or helping to organize this event, Please contact Michael Eble (meble@umn.edu) or Becki Jordan
please contact Becki at 320.589.3208. (stevens.co@someplacesafe.info) for more information.
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THANK YOU!

Aastad E.L.C.W.

Accents Salon

Al Frank

Amanda Rasmussen

American Solutions for Business
Arthur Nelson & Ingrid Sletten
Beta of Clovia

Bethlehem Lutheran Church WELCA
Bonnie Richter

Breckenridge Lutheran Women of ELCA
Brian Kjersten

Carlisle French 4-H Club

Carol Jeanne Bertelsen

Carlolyn Grant & Robert Krenz
Charles Hanson

Charles Ario

Congregational Womens Fellowship
Darlene Pasche

Deb Holmgren

Doris Champlin

Dorothy & Gene Porter

Dr. & Mrs. Rud Wasson

Emily Eggen

Eric Johnson

Faith Lutheran Benevolence Fund
Faith Lutheran Women

Faith Women of ELCA

First English Lutheran Church
Gail & Joel Childs

Gess Eye Clinic PA

Glenwood Area Shrine Club
Gloria & Gary Deick

Good Shepherd Women of ELCA
Grove Lake Women of ELCA
Jean Cory

Jennie Porter

Jill Nelson

John McFarlane

John & Kim Erickson Foundation
Julia & David Bachelder

Julie Jensen

Karen Larson

Kari Rudh

Kay Kochmann-Henkes

Kristin Hays

Lake Region Eye Center

Lake Region Healthcare Corporation
Lhyne Campion

Linda Engler

Maine Presbyterian Women

Marion Kershner

Marion Wickstrom

Mavis Walkup

Melanie Dethlefsen

Michael McHugh

MSCTC Nursing Program
Neighborhood National Bank

North Immanuel Women of the ELCA
Osakis Lutheran Church Women
OSTML

Otter Tail Power Company

Our Savior’s-Ten Mile Lake Women of ELCA
Peace Lutheran WELCA

Penelope Tower

Ramona Jacobs

Robert J. & LaVonne Danzl Family Fund
Scotwood Inn of Glenwood
Slumberland

St. James Catholic Church

St. John Lutheran Ladies Aid

St. Johns LWML

St. Paul’s Womens Fellowship

Stacy Drake

State Bank & Trust- Fargo

State Bank & Trust- Fergus Falls
Stoen Farm Supply

Susan Groff

Tastefully Simple

The Federated Church

The Lundeen Foundation

Salvation Army

Tingvold Women of ELCA

Tom’s Food Pride

Trinity Lutheran Church

Trinity Lutheran Church Thrift Store
Trinity Lutheran Church Women- Wendell
Trinity Lutheran Church Women-Pelican
Rapids

United Methodist Women

United Way of Douglas & Pope County
United Way of Otter Tail County

VFW Auxillary 3289

Vining Lutheran Women

Vinylite Windows

Waskawood Resort

West Central Christian Homes

Women of Hope Evangelical Lutheran
Women of West Zion

Zion Lutheran Church of Amor

Pam Muxfledt

Vivien Shol

Bonnie Onnen

First English Lutheran Women- Ortonville
Women'’s Fellowship First Congregational, UCC-
Alexandria

Glenn Persen

Donna Zimmer

Good Shepherd LWML- Alexandria
Douglas County Hospital Auxiliary
Caroline Dittberner- Bernice Johnson Memorial
Dian Lopez

Mavis Bronkema

Caroline Dittberner

All Building Corporation

Augustand Women of WELCA

Calvary Lutheran Church Women- Perham
Michelle Cmela

Teresa Uhde Otto

Starwaska Woman'’s Club- Starbuck
Glenwood Rotary Club

Bethesda Lutheran Church- Alexandria
Ortonville United Appeal

Herman United Fund

Stony Brook Township Charities Fund
United Lutheran Church Dorcas Society- Elbow
Lake

Karen Huebner

Cheri Trudell

Your support of our organization is
greatly appreciated! Someplace Safe
has been providing services to
families and victims of domestic
violence and sexual assault for 30
years. These services are available
because of the generous community
support we receive. Thank you again!

19TH ANNUAL
%}\}é SOMEPLACE SAFE AWARDS BANQUET

A CELEBRATION
' Flowry

COME HEAR OUR
KEYNOTE SPEAKER,

n Jill Blashack Strahan

FOUNDER & CEO OF TASTEFULLY SIMPLE

Broadway Ballroom
THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 2009

5:30 PM RECEPTION * CASH BAR
Enjoy the Jeitz Family Singers
& Silent Auction during the reception

6:00 PM DINNER SERVED %

TICKETS: $20 PER PERSON

For more information, please contact
Someplace Safe of Douglas County
at 320.762.1995

Jill will share an inspiring message about
discovering your inner strength and courage,
conquering your fears and reaching your dreams.




The Story Behind Denim Day

In 1997 a teenage girl in Italy was picked up by her 45
year old driving instructor for her first lesson. He took
her to an isolated location, pulled her out of the car and
forcefully raped her. Despite threats that she would be
killed if she told anyone, the girl reported the incident,
and the case is prosecuted. The driving instructor was
convicted of rape and sentenced to jail.

Months later, the perpetrator appealed the sentence,
and the case made it all the way to the Italian Supreme
Court. The case against the driving instructor was over-
turned, and the perpetrator was released. In a statement
released by the Head Judge, he stated, “because the
victim wore very, very tight jeans, she had to help him
remove them, and by removing the jeans, it was no lon-
ger rape but consensual sex.” Outraged by the verdict,
the women in the Italian Parliament began what started
out as a protest against the court case by wearing jeans
to work. It began an annual international demonstration
known as Denim Day. The wearing of jeans became an
international symbol of protest against erroneous and
destructive attitudes about sexual assault.

If you are interested in having your business partici-
pate in Denim Day, contact the Someplace Safe office in
your area.

When is a victim of sexual assault at fault? Never.

What is Walk A Mile In Her Shoes?

There is an old saying: “You 1
can’t really understand I
another person’s experience
until you've walked a mile

in their shoes.” Walk a Mile
in Her Shoes® asks men

to literally walk one mile in
women’s high-heeled shoes.
It's not easy walking in these
shoes, but it's fun and it gets
the community to talk about
something that’s really diffi-
cult to talk about: gender re-
lations and sexual violence.

College students walking the mile. )

th
Judicial District Update

DOUGLAS COUNTY MANAGER'’S
REPORT: Peg Riecken has recently
joined our staff as a full time Domestic
Violence advocate. She is a great addition
to our staff.

Someplace Safe Douglas County is very pleased
about hosting the 19th Annual Someplace Safe
Awards Banquet. See page 5 for more information!
We are very excited to have lJill Blashack Strahan,
found and CEO of Tastefully Simple, as our keynote
speaker. Jill is the author of “Simple Shine” and has
recently become a national motivational speaker
and we get to hear her first! We are looking for silent
auction items for our awards banquet. The items
donated will beneft the county where they were
given. We would love to have groups work together
filling a theme basket (baby, kid, movie, handyman,
baker, gardner, wine basket, etc). We also would be
pleased to have artwork, small furniture, quilts, or
other items. We will need them by April 20th. Call
the Douglas County office for more information at
320.762.1995.

OTTER TAIL COUNTY MANAGER’S REPORT: Some-
place Safe Otter Tail Outreach received a Tastefully
Simple grant to help support our outreach efforts in
Parkers Prairie and the surrounding area. This means
that a Someplace Safe advocate will have regular
office hours in Parkers Prairie and be available for
presentations to schools, community groups, church-
es, and professionals. Please call us if your group is
interested in having us speak!

Parkers Prairie office hours are Wednesdays, 8
a.m. -4 p.m. or by appointment. Call 218.338.4646
or 800.974.3359 to set up an appointment or to
request a presentation.

It's critical to open up communication about sexual violence. While hidden away, it's immune to cure. Unfortu-
nately, it’s difficult to get people talking. People unfamiliar with it often don’t even want to know it exists. It's ugly.
People that have experienced it themselves want to forget about it. How do you get them talking now, so they can
prevent it from happening? And after it's happened, how do you get them to talk about it so they can recover?

Walk a Mile in Her Shoes® provides several opportunities to get people talking. For preventive education, it helps
men better understand and appreciate women'’s experiences, thus changing perspectives, helping improve gender
relationships and decreasing the potential for violence. For healing, it informs the community that services are avail-
able for recovery. It demonstrates that men are willing and able to be courageous partners with women in making

the world a safer place.
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Judicial District Update

The Minnesota Office of Justice
received a two-year “Grant to
Encourage Arrest” from the federal
Office of Violence against Women. This grant
will be administered through the Minnesota
Coalition of Battered Women (MCBW) in part-
nership with Range Women’s Advocates and
Someplace Safe in the 8th Judicial District. This
project will work statewide with law enforcement
and legal systems partners. National techni-
cal assistance and training will be provided
through MCBW to create, distribute, and deliver
a range of comprehensive and uniform trainings
related to stalking, strangulation, and cross-ju-
risdictional enforcement by peace officers and
prosecutors. Kathi Oxenreider began in January
as the Criminal Justice Systems Professional at
Someplace Safe to carry out the grant over the
next two years.

Kathi will work intensively with law enforce-
ment and prosecution agencies to review policy
and procedures for arrest of domestic violence
crimes. She is convening a monthly six county
multidisciplinary task force to address issues
of no contact order enforcement, cross jurisdic-
tional issues, stalking, strangulation, and will
provide training on emerging issues related to
domestic violence. Training will be offered to
participants and their departments on emerg-
ing issues related to domestic violence. Some-
place Safe is grateful for the opportunity to
build stronger partnerships with county system
professionals in the Eight Judicial District.

Dreaming of Chili

Someplace Safe Grant County is holding the First
Annual Chili Cook-Off at Dream Weavers in EI-
bow Lake on March 21, 2009 at 6 p.m. Paradise
Dream Spas, West Central Computer Solutions,
Ashby Fire Department, Elbow Lake Fire Depart-
ment, the Frame Shoppe, and Someplace Safe
are just some of the Grant County businesses
entering chili. The public is encouraged to attend
to vote on their favorite chili. Someplace Safe
would like to thank Dream Weavers for generously
donating the event space. For more information,
please contact Erin at 218.685.4203.

Why is it Important to Read to Your Child?

Reading not only boosts an infant’s speech and language
development, but overall intelligence as well. When you
read to your baby, you set the stage for a lifetime of lit-
eracy. Children who are read to before kindergarten learn
more easily when they get there.

When reading to an infant, remember to choose small,
chunky board books that your baby can easily hold onto.
Choose books that have different textures, coloful pictures,
or lift-the-flaps. While reading try to make it a fun and
interactive experience between you and your child (reading
can be a great bonding experience)! For younger children,
point out different objects that you can see in the pictures.
When reading to older children, make predictions of what
might happen next, have your child re-read the story to you,
or even makeup an alternative story using the illustrations
as your guide.

Ways to Make Reading a Part of
? Your Family’s Lifestyle!

& 1.Turn off the TV
/ 2. Read together with your child!
3. Go to the library
4. Start a book collection
5. Model reading of objects
~ around you.
B Example: read labels of food products and
recipes dally to foster a love for reading that will help
improve your child’s success in the future.

Xy

Bread N’ Bowls

The second annual Bread N’ Bowls fundraising event

is scheduled this year for Sunday, May 3, 2009 from

11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Morris Area Elementary School
cafeteria. A meal of soup, bread, beverages, and desserts
donated by area businesses and places of worship will be
served for $10. This includes a handmade ceramic bowl
created by a Morris Area High School student, a UMM
college student, or a local artist. The event is the 2nd
annual fundraiser for three local community organiza-
tions: the Prairie Renaissance Cultural Association
(PRCA), the Stevens County Food Shelf, and Someplace
Safe. The goal of the event is to raise awareness about
violence and hunger in our community while also
celebrating the efforts to eliminate both.
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P.O. Box 815
Fergus Falls, MN 56538-0815

Phone: 218.739.3486

Toll Free: 800.974.3359

Fax: 218.739.9305

Email: ssadmin@charterinternet.com

United

Our organization is
sponsored in part

by the Minnesota
Department of Public
Safety, Office of Justice
Programs, Crime Victim
Services, the Otto
Bremer Foundation,
and United Way.

Non-Profit Org.
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1 would like to include Someplace Safe in my annual budget for the next 3 years in the amount of:

$100-$200/year
_____ $200-$300/year
_____$300-$400/year

$400-$500/year

$500-over/year

Please be sure to check which program you want your dollars to support!

1 would like to donate $ for use in the following program(s):
oPope County oDouglas County oShelter
oStevens County oFergus Falls- Walk-in Office Parenting Time Centers:
oGrant County oPerham oFergus Falls oPerham
oTraverse County oParkers Prairie oOrtonville oMorris/Glenwood
oBig Stone County oWilkin County
oOther

Name:

Address:

Thank you for your tax-deductible gift!

Please send donations to:
Someplace Safe

PO Box 815

Fergus Falls, MN 56358-0815





